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Certified Summer Course

Hurri-Kane Cove, Harrison, ME

July 2010

This was the Eastern Division’s 3rd annual Certified Summer “Fun in Sun” Course held every year at Hurri-Kane Cove on Long Lake in Harrison, ME.   Attending the event are candidates already in the program looking to enhance their past performance from previous exams.  Others are entering the program for the first time and want to fully understand the individual components in an environment much more relaxed and conducive for learning.  Finally, we have many more patrollers showing up just for background information for themselves or for others they may know qualified to pursue this challenging but rewarding program.
We had patrollers from Bromley, So. Vermont Region; Gunstock, NH Region; Wachusett Mtn and Blue Hills,  EMARI Region; and of course the Maine Region areas of Sunday River, Saddleback, Shawnee Peak , Mt. Abram  were all represented at this worthwhile event.  While many more Certified events are happening all around the Eastern Division within the regions, this is the event everyone looks forward to. 

David Walker (the Certified Chairman) holds 3 pre-course in the Eastern Division which allows the potential candidate to test out on his / her skiing and toboggan skills.  They must score the value of an “8” for each component tested to be allowed to participate at the exam held in late March.  These pre-courses usually are held in January and February.  Some years ago Mr. Walker expanded the “Intro-to-Certified” program to be offered at every registered pre-course.  It was an instant success, because it allowed the accomplished patroller thinking about the Certified Program to gage their personal skill sets without the pressure of having to complete the pre-course to move ahead.  Additionally, it allowed for Patrol Directors and Section Chiefs to experience the program first hand in hopes that they would return to their respective patrols and sections to rally those qualified patrollers for the program.  As we all know, it is difficult for many patrollers who patrol in remote places to make these few dates that happen to conflict with their on duty dates.  Understanding that, Mr. Walker then offered the first Intro-to-Certified in the off months in hoping to attract those patrollers with more time to give.  Again, the offering was an instant success.  
Hurri-Kane Cove is the property of Maine Region Director John (and Debbie) Kane located in Harrison, ME on Long Lake is just 45 minutes northwest of Portland.  Since 2007, when first introduced, it has steadily grown in attendance at a rate of 15% per year.  It serves as the perfect venue because it offers diverse terrain and giant King Pine Trees suitable for many of the components held at the exam.  The only thing we are not able to provide is gravity for the skiing component for Skiing, Tele and Riding.  Instead we offer 300 hp at our disposal for skiing (water skiing) and riding (wake boarding).  Unfortunately, no one has figured out the Tele equivalent for water yet.  We know we can’t test for it, but it is one of the FUN components that continues to draw more patrollers to this event every year.  
Adding to the event is the great camaraderie of fellow patrollers and their families.  Young families to Grandparents – we all participated equally and shared in the laughter along the way.  While Certified participants were involved with the program, Debbie Kane was giving boats of the great scenic views of the shores of Long Lake with Mt. Washington and Shawnee Peak in the background.  Marybeth Johnson was providing waterskiing and tube ride for all kids (young and old), and Joanne Schneider capturing all the moments throughout the weekend with her camera. Everyone chipped in one way or another preparing the events ahead of schedule so that we could keep things moving.  Lastly, the food was endless.  Everyone that books in advance is charged with bringing assigned dishes of their choice (or we can make choices for them).  Certainly, no one went home any lighter.  
All things considered on and off the snow, the Eastern Division’s Certified Program’s popularity is growing every year.  Where once the Certfied Program was thought to be unattainable by most of our membership, we are now engaged on a personal level to make it thinkable or even possible.  As long as we keep it FUN and challenging without sacrificing the high end skill value required being successful, we think the Certified Program is in great shape and poised to support anyone’s desire to be at their very best for a successful outcome.
So, let’s remember to support our own patrollers this coming year.  Wayne Arsenault, Mami Iwamoto and Scott Krall are already in the Certified program.  Andy Smith is also signing up this year.  If you know of anyone thinking about Certified, the next official Intro-to-Certified will be held at Sunday River on Thursday (1/20/11).  Please call John Kane or Jim Wackell to sign up.  
Attending Event

Certified Members: 
Dave Walker - 372 (Certified Chairman)

Steve Barnes - 264
John Kane - 585
Karl Johnson - 520
David Smith - 703
Jim Wackell - 699
Marc Leblond - 707
Certified Candidates in the program: 
Scott Krall  
Wayne Arsenault

Certified Patrollers Interested in the Program: 
Joshua Tamulen

Jennifer Laitala
Missi Baimer

Wendy Aarnio

Dave Lemieux

Gerry Desjardins

Certified Angels: 

Yvette Walker

Debbie Kane

Marybeth Johnson

Kathy Smith

Patrollers who show up to help out with much appreciation: 

John Shipman (Eastern Division Director)

Susan Shipman

Dick Schreiner

Dan Pascucci

Denise Pascucci

John Laitala
Polla Semple

Family and Friends whose support we depend on:
Joanne Schneider (Photographer)

Joanne Krall

Tracy Steuber
All of the kids
