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The current Maine Region Women’s Program is now in its third season.  Shawnee Peak hosted this years Women’s S&T Enhancement event on January 30 -31st, 2010. There were 18 ladies attend from various mountains. 

· Mt. Hermon, 5 

· Mt. Abram, 5

· Shawnee Peak, 7

· Sunday River, 1

Staff

This year’s event was staffed by Eastern Division Woman’s staff.  Jane Williams, Eastern Division Woman’s Advisor, headed the event with 4 other instructors (one from Shawnee Peak also instructed).  The two day seminar provided quality instruction and challenge to all who participated.  This was registered as an S & T Enhancement Seminar so that each participant was given an elective credit which can be applied to the Senior program requirements.  
The feedback was very positive from the participants and as a result of the seminar two of our ladies were encouraged to participate in this past years Senior S & T evaluation.  Though one of the participants was ill the day of the evaluation and not able to attend, the other (Darcy Parmeleau from Shawnee Peak) did test and passed with flying colors!  Other ladies left the seminar with an “I can do this” feeling and I believe this will result in others participating in the Senior program in the future. 

I truly feel this is what the program is all about.  Having women leave with a feeling that their personal skills have improved, return to their mountains encouraging other women patrollers to improve their skills, and to participate in future events. This seminar helps to build confidence in their skills by feeling better equipped to do their jobs confidently and secondly to possibly pursue their Senior status with assurance that they can accomplish this for themselves and be an asset to their home mountain.

Looking Ahead

I believe that we made significant strides this year with twice the number or participants to the previous seminar of two years ago.  As the woman return to their mountains excited about the skills they learned, as well as the good time interacting with each other on and off the mountain, I can only see the event growing substantially in the years to come.

Since the program has been held in Southern Maine for the previous two events we will be planning to hold this coming year’s event at one of our Northern mountains.  This should help with increasing the attendance with women from more of our Ski Areas.
I have spoken with Jane Williams and we have planned the weekend of January 29th and 30th, 2011 for next year’s event.  As soon as we find a location that can host the event we will post it on the Maine Region website.

Respectfully submitted,

Denise Pascucci

