Having just returned from the Eastern Division Annual Meeting I have additional information regarding the rollout of the 5th edition of the OEC manual.  Having spent Saturday with the OEC Supervisors, ROA’s, and representatives from Brady who are publishing the 5th edition there is more clarity on rollout initiatives.  In an effort to give you the pertinent information I have put bullets under headings that should help.

OEC 5th Edition 
· Delivery of the hard copy of the 5th Edition will begin this week
· The On Line version of the 5th Edition is available immediately at a cost of $45 for an 18 month read only subscription.  This cannot be downloaded to your PC but you can print one page at a time.
· The workbook has been included in the 5th Edition
· Student and Instructor Toolkits will be available at no charge on the Brady site.  These are scheduled to be available sometime between June 1-15.
OEC 4th Edition
· As of May 1st the 4th edition is history.
· Anyone missing refreshers for the 4th edition will still be able to download the refresher guides for the missing refreshers under the 4th edition.  Any makeup refreshers should reflect the new protocols in the 5th edition.
OEC Classes and Programs
· All classes and programs starting May 1st will use the 5th edition of the OEC text.
· No classes can begin before July 1st as IOR’s and Instructors have to be refreshed to the 5th Edition
· 14 day advanced notice must be sent to ROA and Division Supervisor for approval prior to scheduling an OEC class or program.
· The requirements prior to OEC testing has changed in that an OEC candidate must pass skill requirements prior to testing.
· All Instructors for OEC Classes that are non NSP Instructors must be trained and refreshed to the skill they are teaching to NSP protocols prior to teaching.
Instructors

· All OEC instructors must be refreshed to the new edition prior to teaching any class or program.
· Refresher classes will be scheduled and announced for refreshing to the 5th edition.

Content

The following content changes are not complete and only given to inform you of some of the changes.  The terminology has changed throughout the book to reflect terminology in the medical world.  Some protocols have changed that require new or additional skill training.  Some of the changes are:
· New assessment guidelines for Trauma (conscious and unconscious) and Medical patients.

· Auscultation of breath sounds

· Re-establishment of the figure 8 for clavicle injuries

· Re-establishment of tourniquet application

· Reduction of Sterno-Clavicular dislocations

· Pelvic Stabilization

· Patient restraint

· Short board immobilization

· Nerve Agent Administration

As indicated in a prior email, I will be hosting a meeting at my home in Old Orchard Beach for IT’s, IOR’s and Region OEC staff members (PD’s are welcome as well) on June 4th to go over the changes between the 4th and 5th editions.  Scott Rockefeller our Division Supervisor who has edited some of the 5th edition will be present to discuss the differences in the 5th edition and refresh all present to the new skills.
I have attached a doc that is available on the NSP site that was put together by the Alaska Division.  Please review this prior to coming to the meeting.

Please respond to me via email on your attendance at our meeting so that we can make adequate preparation.  Your attendance at this meeting will be essential to our program. 
Dan Pascucci

Maine Region ROA
